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Inequality is a persistent and deeply rooted issue that shapes the l ives of 

individuals and communit ies worldwide. It  manifests in the opportunit ies we have

—or lack,  the quality of l i fe we experience, and the resources we can access.  

This chapter delves into the origins of social  inequalit ies,  their  far-reaching 

effects on society,  and the ways they perpetuate global disparit ies.  

 

 

SE and the inequalities
MODULE 2



This  course  is  one  of  the  resu l ts  of  the  Better  Cooperate !  pro ject .   

 

The  pro ject  Better  Cooperate !  Educat ion  through and to  the  va lues  of  the  soc ia l  economy as  a  

way to  re in force  the  soc iety  i s  a  pro ject  combin ing  the  f ie lds  of  educat ion  and soc ia l  

ent repreneursh ip  in  the  act iv i t ies  of .  I ts  a im is  to  increase  the  capac i ty  of  the  soc ia l  economy 

sector  to  car r y  out  educat iona l  act iv i t ies  in  the  f ie ld  of  soc ia l  ent repreneursh ip  and thus  to  

formulate  an  effect ive  response  to  the  cha l lenges  of  the  modern  wor ld  and to  increase  the  

in i t ia t ive  and ent repreneursh ip  of  young people  and the i r  e ffect ive  inc lus ion  in  the  soc ia l  and 

profess iona l  l i fe  of  the i r  soc iet ies .  
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START 

INTRODUCTION
Module 2 : SE and the inequities

Inequality is one of the greatest challenges facing the world today. It affects individuals, communities, and entire nations, shaping access to 

resources, opportunities, and quality of life. This course is designed to help you understand the roots of social and economic inequalities, 

their impact on different aspects of life, and the ways in which they can be addressed.  The course will take you about 30 minutes.

 

Throughout the course, you will:

 explore key concepts such as social class, privilege, and mobility

 examine the factors that contribute to inequality—historical, economic, political, and social

learn how they in�uence access to education, healthcare, and employment

 

We encourage you to re�ect, ask questions, and think critically about the inequalities you observe in your own community and the world. 

Together, we can work toward a future where opportunities and resources are accessible to all.



But first.... Let's check how much do you already know!

Next

Social mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to

move up or down the social hierarchy

Send

True False



Next

Below are four images, each depicting a di�erent situation. Your goal is to identify

which one best illustrates systemic social inequality—a problem that arises from

unfair structures in society rather than individual struggles.
You can select more than one answer

Send

An online-only option A homeless person An agreement between
the rich and the political

A person doing a di�cult
job



Now that the basis are settled, is 

time to start!  

 

But before dive into the theoretical 

concepts of ageing, we want to 

re�ect on how this complex 

phenomenon impact our basic 

societal needs.

Start the self reflection!



Next

Educational inequality has no signi�cant impact on social mobility

Send

True False



Now that the basis are settled, is 

time to start!  

 

But before dive into the theoretical 

concepts of ageing, we want to 

re�ect on how this complex 

phenomenon impact our basic 

societal needs.

Start the self reflection!



Next

Przetłumaczone na angieArrange the sentences in the order in which the

inequalities are formed

Send

Wealth and power concentrate among a few

Inequality continues across generations

Limited access to education, jobs, and healthcare



Now that the basis are settled, is 

time to start!  

 

But before dive into the theoretical 

concepts of ageing, we want to 

re�ect on how this complex 

phenomenon impact our basic 

societal needs.

Start the self reflection!



Consider the world around us...

some people enjoy �nancial security and access to 

countless opportunities, while others struggle to meet 

their most basic needs. Not everyone has the chance 

to live in a safe home, pursue education, or access 

essential healthcare. For many, dreams like traveling 

or choosing a ful�lling career remain unattainable 

luxuries. These gaps in wealth, opportunities, and 

resources highlight the stark reality of economic 

inequality and its impact on every facet of life.

 

click here to see your future!



Roll the dice and 
see how your life 
looks like!



NEXT 

Oh, you've �nished already? we're very 
curious if you were satis�ed with your 
results!

As you can see inequality is not a single, uniform concept—it takes many, 

many forms. Each affecting individuals and communities in distinct ways. To 

fully understand its complexity, it is essential to examine the various types of 

inequalities that exist in society.



NEXT 



in other words we can say that:

social inequalities are disparities in opportunities, 
resources, and privileges among individuals or groups 
within a society

NEXT 



but did u ever 
ask where are 
they from? 



social inequalities have accompanied humanity 

since the dawn of civilization, rooted in the early 

days of agriculture and the division of resources. 

Over time, these disparities became entrenched, 

shaping societal structures and in�uencing 

access to wealth, power, and opportunities. 

Today, inequalities are the result of overlapping 

historical, economic, political, and social factors 

that create barriers for many individuals and 

groups, limiting their access to resources, 

education, and healthcare.

Where does  social 
inequalities come from?

Inequalities are the result of different factors: 

historical

economic

political

social



Historical

1. Prejudices

2. Lack of representation

3. Colonization

Economic

4. Slavery

5. Job

6. Stereotypes

Political

7. Unjust policies

8. Cultural norms

9. Concetration of wealth

Social

10. Discriminatory law

11. Concetration of resources

12. Monarchy

CHECK

Match reasons of inequalities with propper category!



1. Prejudices

2. Lack of representation3. Colonization

4. Slavery 5. Job

6. Stereotypes

7. Unjust policies 8. Cultural norms

9. Concetration of wealth 10. Discriminatory law

11. Concetration of resources

12. Monarchy



NEXT 

Are you familiar with a proverb 
“from rags to riches”?
 
It refers to the idea of “American Dream” - 

Americans traditionally thought the American 

Dream was based on success, fame and wealth 

through hard work and determination. 

 

In reallity we call this social mobility which means 

moving up or down in social class structure. If 

someone moves to a higher class, that’s called 

upward mobility. If they move to a lower class, it’s 

downward mobility.



NEXT 

How do you think - which 
of this person has the 
easiest life and why?

NextNEXT 



NEXT 

Sometimes we feel like others just have 
easier. Like they have some superpowers...

We call this social privilege. It means having special 

advantages, bene�ts, or power just because you belong to 

a certain group. These advantages are not earned—they 

come from things like your skin color, gender, sexual 

orientation, wealth, or abilities. 

 

For example:

Someone born into a wealthy family has access to 

better schools, healthcare, and opportunities

Being part of a racial or ethnic group that is dominant in 

society often brings advantages that minority groups 

don’t have

 

click here to watch 
quick video



Power Privilege and OppressionPower Privilege and Oppression

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=TLGGhFzcnSrKEgcxOTExMjAyNQ&v=LTDikx-maoM


NEXT 

You may wonder if this is really a problem. Some argue that lack of access 

to certain resources can motivate people to exert more effort and work 

harder in pursuit of success. But does it really?

 

Economic analyses indicate that social inequality generates more 

negative than positive effects

 

You already know that access to resources and life 

opportunities are not equally distributed among all people



NEXT 



Impact on the 
individual:
 shorter life expectancy;

limited access to basic services (health 

care, education, water, sanitation, 

justice);

limitation of human rights through 

discrimination and abuse;

poverty and its effects

 



Global dimension:

 Social inequality is evident not only at the 

level of individuals and communities, but 

also on a global scale. Wealth is 

distributed unevenly, leading to problems 

such as:

migration crisis,

erosion of social cohesion,

political polarization,

lower economic growth.

 



economic instability,
lower social mobility,
increased crime and violence,
slower local development,
higher social expenditures,
higher infant mortality rates,
lower levels of happiness,
disintegration of trust and social 
cohesion,
less willingness to act for the common 
good

Impact on society:
 
 



NEXT 

Well...Philosopher John Rawls de�nately had. 

To answer this question he proposed a thought 

experiment called the veil of ignorance. He 

suggested that if we were to design a just 

society without knowing our future social 

status, wealth, health, or background, we 

would create a system that is fair for everyone

Have you ever wonder what would 
a truly fair society look like?

Thought experiment «VEIL OF IGThought experiment «VEIL OF IG……

Watch a video illustrating this concept
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=TLGGOHWdc2vv9gcxOTExMjAyNQ&v=_KefNcPFUDo


Impacts:

Unequal access to education
 
Income inequality
 
Discrimination (gender, skin color, disability)
 
Unequal access to healthcare
 
Limited political representation

Higher unemployment and fewer opportunities for advancement

Poorer health outcomes and shorter life expectancy Fewer leadership roles for marginalized groups

Increased poverty and social divisions

Lack of skills and knowledge for better job prospects

Below are common social inequalities and their consequences. Drag and drop (or mentally match) each 
inequality to its correct impact.

Match the Challenge to Its Impact

CHECK



Unequal access to education
 
Income inequality
 
Discrimination (gender, skin color, disability)
 
Unequal access to healthcare
 
Limited political representation Higher unemployment and fewer opportunities for advancement

Poorer health outcomes and shorter life expectancy

Fewer leadership roles for marginalized groups

Increased poverty and social divisions

Lack of skills and knowledge for better job prospects



NEXT 

There are a number of tools to help combat 

inequality - one of them are cooperatives

Research shows that cooperatives, with their focus on 

equitable distribution of wealth, play a key role in redressing 

income and wealth inequality in communities. Their operation 

is based on the fundamental principle of equality - every 

member of a cooperative has equal rights and can cast one 

vote in the decision-making process. Moreover, in cooperatives, 

the priority is people, not pro�t.

 

Cooperatives take different forms depending on their mission 

and the way they operate.

 

 



NEXT 



Looks like you already know quite a 

lot about inequalities and how to 

counteract them!

Ready to put your 
knowledge into practice?

Of course!



And now let's test 
the new learnings!



Question 1/Quiz

What is the best way to ensure equal education opportunities?

Send

Reduce the number of public schools

Make education more expensive to encourage competition

Provide free school meals and transportation for low-income students

00:30



Question 1/Quiz

How can we reduce the income gap?

Send

Eliminate job training programs

Lower taxes only for the wealthy

Increase the minimum wage and ensure fair labor laws

00:30



Question 1/Quiz

What is an e�ective way to combat discrimination?

Send

Ignore the issue, as it will solve itself over time

Encourage businesses to hire only people from dominant social groups

Enforce anti-discrimination laws in workplaces and schools

00:30



Question 1/Quiz

How can healthcare become more accessible for everyone?

Send

Increase the cost of medical treatments

Provide universal healthcare or subsidized medical care for low-income groups

Increase the cost of medical treatments

00:30



Question 1/Quiz

How can more people have a say in government?

Send

Ban new political candidates from minority groups

Promote equal voting rights and encourage diverse political representation

Restrict voting rights to wealthy individuals

00:30



Congratualations! You have 
completed the Module!

You have now gained a deeper understanding of social inequalities—their causes, impacts, and possible solutions. By recognizing these 

challenges, you are better equipped to think critically about fairness, opportunity, and social justice in the world around you.

 

Key Takeaways:

Inequalities exist in education, income, healthcare, and political representation.

Social privilege plays a role in shaping opportunities for different groups.

Policies and individual actions can help create a fairer and more inclusive society.

 

What’s Next?

Re�ect on how social inequalities affect your community.

Apply what you’ve learned to challenge unfair systems.

Stay informed and support initiatives that promote equality.



Additional resources:

Play a game! Freerice is an educational trivia game that helps you get smarter while making a 

difference for people around the world. Every question you answer correctly raises 10 grains of rice 

for the World Food Programme (WFP) to support its work saving and changing lives around the 

world. 

Want to learn more about inequalities? Check advanced course about Social Inequalities available 

in the Khan Academy - link

Beyond the Privileged Walk. If you are an experienced facilitator or you a member of a safe space 

group you may try to test this exercise on your own. Here’s some useful materials: link 1 or link 2

How the cooperatives change the world? Read the case study about women cooperative from Mali: 

link

https://freerice.com/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/beyond-the-privilege-walk
https://pl.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/social-inequality
https://borgenproject.org/empowering-women-farmers-in-mali/


Now that you learned about social economy and the 
inequities discover its role and challenges in the field 
of local development in the next Module of the 
course:

GO TO MODULE 3

Discover more about Better Cooperate! project on our website


